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up of Austria, and this plan won Hitler's instant approval.
For Papen appealed to the confidence which he enjoyed
with Dr. Schuschnigg, and explained that he believed he
could persuade Schuschnigg to a personal interview with
Hitler at Berchtesgaden.
Hitler immediately favoured this idea of Papen's, for all
along he had wished to see Schuschnigg personally. He
had the intention of forcing Schuschnigg into far-reaching
commitments, and of intimidating him to such an extent
that the Austrian Chancellor would cease to resist. Acting
on this desire of Hitler's, Mussolini in the autumn of 1937
had repeatedly used his influence with Schuschnigg to
persuade him to visit Hitler. And at a conference in Buda-
pest for the extension of the Italo-Austro-Hungarian Rome
Protocol, Count Ciano, the Italian Foreign Minister, had
put constant pressure on Schuschnigg to make him tread
the path of humiliation to Hitler.
Dr. Schuschnigg had repeatedly defended himself with
all his energies against a meeting with Hitler, for he had
absolutely no desire for a personal interview with the
Chancellor of the German Reich, whom he detested with
all his heart. His political instincts warned him that at
such a meeting Hitler would try extortion. Until .now
he had successfully avoided the encounter. Consequently
Papen's offer to get Schuschnigg to Berchtesgaden elec-
trified Hitler, and on his own responsibility he sent Papen,
his discredited ambassador, back to Vienna and, more-
over, ' for the execution of a special mission on the orders
of the Reichschancellor and Fiihrer*.
Political circles internationally and in Austria too were
not a little surprised when Heir von Papen, who had only
departed from Vienna on 6th February, returned on the
evening of the following day. Papen instantly communi-
cated with Dr. Funder, the publisher of the Reichspost, with
Dr, Schmidt, the Foreign Minister, and finally with Dr.
Schuschnigg himself,
The plot which Papen had evolved was as simple as it
Was infamous. He gave Dr. Schuschnigg to understand